Tales to Tell from the Mendocino Coast: A Different North Coast Giant


Contact:  Bruce Lewis, 1-707-964-3844
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Cutline: Typical winter and spring surf on the Mendocino coast creates a stunning visual display like this wave crashing over the 50-foot cliffs near the Point Cabrillo Lighthouse, located between Mendocino and Fort Bragg.

Dear Editor:

A different kind of adventure awaits your readers …

In the winter and spring on the Mendocino Coast, the waves are often huge, fueled by wind and storms that send them crashing into islands of rocks and jagged cliffs.

The monsters come on cool, crisp sunny days and during rainstorms, creating an incredible show for those who venture near  -- but not too close – to the ocean’s edge. One recent set of waves dredged up chunk of an ancient redwood nearly three feet in diameter and 25 feet long from bottom of Mendocino Bay and tossed it onto Big River State Beach. Yet another wiped out a 30-foot sand berm at MacKerricher State Park in Fort Bragg, merging adjacent Lake Cleone with the ocean. The power of the ocean is mesmerizing even on days when waves are less than monstrous.

Mendocino Headlands State Park, Point Cabrillo Light Station State Park, Jug Handle State Nature Preserve and MacKerricher at just a few of the spots you can wave watch or hike along a multitude of trails, enjoying the wildlife and the quiet.

Cozy coastal inns, motels and bed and breakfasts, along with great local restaurants, provide a respite in the afternoon and evenings between wave watching. 

If you would like to come over to the Coast to check out the experience for yourself, give me a call at 707-964-3844.
