Top Area Attractions

Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens – 2 miles south of town, its 47 acres and it goes all the way to the ocean.  There are individually themed gardens depending on the type of flowers.  There is an admission fee of $7.50.  

Skunk Train – It’s a scenic ride through the redwoods along the Noyo River.  They do commentary along the way.  There is a concession car that sells hot dogs, sodas and other snacks.  They are also offering BBQ Train Trips at night.  I always recommend people to go to the depot to get current schedules and fares.

Point Cabrillo Lighthouse – Lighthouse & Gift Shop open daily 11am – 4pm

Lightkeepers Home & Museum  Sat. & Sun. 11am – 4pm

Farmhouse Visitors Center Thurs. – Mon. 10am – 4pm

Nature Preserve open daily until 30 min before sunset

Guided Walks Every Sunday at 11am May – Sept.

Half way between Fort Bragg & Mendocino.  Follow signs from Hwy 1 to get to the lighthouse.  

Point Arena Lighthouse – About an hour and a half down the coast.  This lighthouse was featured in the Mel Gibson movie “Forever Young”  You can climb to the top of the lighthouse for a $5 donation. 

Wineries – Pacific Star 12 miles north of town on Left.  Tasting room in the Depot. Mendocino Wine Company in Mendocino has several Parducci wines to taste.  Other than that the Anderson Valley area is great, with several wineries along Hwy 128 it is an easy drive.  

State Parks – We have several State Parks in the area with multiple activities to enjoy.

Van Damme: 3 miles south of Mendocino on Hwy 1.  Has family campsites for tents or RV’s and hike in campsites.  There are some nice hiking trails, the Fern Canyon Trail ends at the Pygmy Forest.

Russian Gulch: 2 miles north of Mendocino has family campsites, and large group campsite.  Many scenic hiking trails with one that leads to a giant waterfall.  Some beach access and a nice day use area around the “Blow Hole”.  

MacKerricher : Has lots of beach access, a lake with a trail around the perimeter.  Walking out the boardwalk toward the Seal Watching Station is an easy walk and you get a great coastline view.  You can access the Tide pools from the boardwalk.  Lake Cleone is good for trout fishing, it is stocked by the rangers a few times a year.  There is also a few bass in there.

Jughandle State Reserve: 6 miles south of town on Hwy 1.  Great beach access and you can also hike the Ecological Staircase.  There is also a Nature Center just past the park entrance on the left with fun facts about park as well as camping. 

Hendy Woods: Located off of Hwy 128 in Anderson Valley.  Several campsites and a great place to kayak or canoe up the Navarro River.

Manchester State Park: 7 miles north of Point Arena on Hwy 1.  Several campsites and beach access.

Westport Union Landing Beach: 15 miles north on Hwy 1 has a few campsites and beach access.  Just north of the town of Westport.

Jackson State Forest: Free Camping & Day use areas.  For reservations call 964-5674 Some OHV (Off Hwy Vehicle) use, NO ATV’s (3 or 4 wheel vehicles), Motorcycles are okay but only on marked roads, can’t go behind locked gates.

Golf – Little River Golf Course is a 9 hole course with great ocean views.  It offers a great clubhouse with golf carts, driving range, and putting green.  This is the only golf course in the immediate area.  
Emerald Dolphin Mini Golf is a technical 18 hole mini course with water traps and a great arcade and party room for rent. 

Kayaking & Canoeing – Big River & Navarro River are the two best rivers for this.  Catch a Canoe & Bicycles too! is a company that rents these vessels and you can launch right into Big River or haul them somewhere else.  They also have bike trails that begin and end at their location.

Horseback Riding – Ricochet Ridge Ranch is located 3 miles north on Hwy 1 across from the MacKerricher entrance. Ross Ranch is located in Elk.  Both offer beach rides as well as inland forest rides. 

Glass Beach – is located off of Elm Street.  Low tide is the best time to search through the glass.  Collecting the glass is not regulated (As far as I know) so you can take what you want.

Beach Access – Here is a list of all the best beaches…

MacKerricher State Park, Pudding Creek Beach, Russian Gulch, Van Damme State Park, Big River Beach,  Navarro Beach, Manchester State Beach, Ten Mile Beach is good for finding sand dollars and a long beach walk.

Fishing/Charter Boats – We have several charter boat that go out of Noyo Harbor.

Adventures Unlimited, All Aboard Adventures, Fort Bragg Sportfishing, Lady Irma II, Noyo Fishing Center, Telstar Charters.  All of these boats fish for Salmon, Ling Cod, Rock Cod, Halibut, Albacore & Crab depending on what is in season.  

